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TOWN BOARD MEETING 
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC 

May 8, 2017 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for your reading pleasure 

 
6:30 pm: The Town Board signing vouchers.  
 
7 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held its Regular monthly meeting on the above date at 
the Taghkanic Town Hall.   Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the meeting with the Pledge 
of Allegiance, and a moment of Silence.  
 
Present:    Ryan Skoda   Supervisor 
 Richard Skoda   Board Member    
 Joyce Thompson  Board Member 
 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk 
Absent:  Arthur McGuire  Board Member  
 
7:01 pm: Public Local Law 1-2017 Drive-Through Establishment Authority: 
Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the public hearing, read Local Law 1 and asked for 
comments, questions or concerns from the audience 

 Arthur Baker:  Why is the Town Board entertaining adopting this amendment to 
the zoning code? 

 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: we have an applicant requesting the ability to have a 
drive through. 

 Board Member Joyce Thompson: the Zoning Commission has been discussing the 
idea of a drive through and someday having a walkable area.  There are concerns 
about fast food businesses and if that is something the town would want.  On the 
good side, in the winter the older residents would not have to get out of their cars 
to get services. 

 Sam Pratt: If something is not in the zoning code, it’s not allowed.   Wouldn’t the 
Board, by entertaining this law, be setting a precedent for a way applicants could 
get their own way with the Planning Board and ZBA ? 

 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Gas Land’s plans that were in front of the Planning 
Board did not have a drive through.    Joyce and I meet with Gas Land’s engineer 
and owner and they requested the town look into amending the zoning code to 
allow for drive through establishments.  Gas Land will have to re-design their 
plans and re-submit their application to the Planning Board. 

 Alice Platt: this is going to allow for a new and better convenience store.  The 
Comp Plan set goals for the right kind of business. 

 Board Member Joyce Thompson: good point; we also need to establish a master 
plan for this area. 

 Board Member Richard Skoda: because it was not addressed in our zoning code, 
this was a perfect opportunity to discuss and amend as needed to bring our zoning 
code up-to-date. 

 Arthur Baker: have they submitted a design? 
 Board Member Joyce Thompson: this makes it possible for them to resubmit but 
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they will have to start over, they will go through a site plan approval and will have 
to meet all setback requirements. 

 Alice Platt: DOT will be all over it. 
 Linda Swartz: they have made mistakes 
 Sam Pratt: it was in the paper a few weeks ago that State Route 82 is one of the 

worst roads in the county. 
 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: The Town Board has sent a request to DOT for speed 

limit review and a request to review the passing zone.  DOT has reviewed the 
passing zone and it has been removed.  The speed limit review is a process that 
will be done with the application process with the Planning Board. 

 Walter Thompson: what is the state of the project? 
 Supervisor Ryan Skoda; it has been pulled; Gas Land will have to start over again.  

Are there any further comments, concerns or questions?  
7:20 pm: Board Member Joyce Thompson moved to close the Public Hearing, seconded 
by Board Member Richard Skoda. 
Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 
Guest Speaker:   
 
Building Project Update:  Ray Jurkowski, Town Engineer, sent in the following chart 
on the highway project costs as of May 5, 2017:  

 
Ray Jurkowski: the plumber will install airlines tomorrow; general contractor will seal the 
main floor and electrical contractor has minor work to be completed.   The telephone 
company will do final connections this week; the old service is on until new garage is up 
and running.  The rough grading is done, septic is done, NYSEG is done.  We are 
$65,000 under budget.    The water has been tested so we are using the old well.  The fuel 
tanks have been moved to the rear of the new building, electrical shut off for pumps are 
inside, LED lighting has been installed in the back and front of the building.  The loop 
road around the building is done.  I will be drafting and sending a letter to the Building 
Inspector Dennis Callahan.  Monday is the date set to do the walk through and make the 
punch list of things that need to be finished. 

 Alice Platt: how high will the berm be? 
 Ray Jurkowski: 3 to 4 feet, right now we are stock piling material it is not the 
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berm.  The berm will go alongside the salt shed and wrap around the front to the 
new pole. 

 Arthur Griffith: will the county be storing material on the site? 
 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: not to my knowledge. 
 Arthur Baker: I would hope you would be getting rid of the old building sooner 

than later.  The demolition of the building will hinder the landscaping project. 
 Ray Jurkowski: the landscaping is not where the old building is. 
 Arthur Baker: presented a picture of damage to the salt shed’s tarp. 
 Superintendent George Hotaling: I am aware of the tear and plan on placing a 

board at the bottom to hold the tarp down and prevent the wind from ripping it 
anymore. 

 
Supervisor Ryan Skoda then asked for a motion to approve the following minutes:   
April 10, 2017: Town Board meeting minutes were accepted as written with suggested 
changes motioned by Board Member Richard Skoda, seconded by Board Member Joyce 
Thompson. 
Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 

The Correspondence consisted of:   
I. NYMIR, Distracted Drivers, Train the Trainer 

II. Gerald K. Geist, Assoc. of Towns 
III. Columbia County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day June 17 
IV. Town of Hillsdale Public Hearing Notice 
V. C.T. Male Assoc, NYS Consolidated Funding Application 

VI. Columbia County Reach 2017 
VII. NYS Office of Real Property, Notice 

VIII. Col. Co. Elder Express 
IX. Columbia-Greene Walk to Fight Suicide 
X. Columbia County Department of Public Works , Notice of Bridge Construction on Route 27 

XI. Michael Simmons, Woodland Road (discussion under Highway report.) 
XII. Wendy Luscombe, thank you to highway dept. for the repairing her yard 

XIII. Germantown Central School District, News Clippings 
XIV. Valley Energy, The Comfort Zone 
XV. Association of Towns, training opportunity 

XVI. Thomas Mirabelli, Certificate of training 
XVII. NYSEG, public safety 811 

XVIII. Jonathan Easton, Martindale Road  
 

Board Reports:  
Animal Control: Wes Powell, report submitted. 
ZBA: James Romaine, Chair, no report submitted. 
Planning Board: Katherine Bainer, Chair report submitted. 
Assessor: Craig Surprise report submitted. 
ZEO/CEO/Building Inspector: Dennis Callahan report submitted. 
Historian: Nancy Griffith, no report submitted.   
Traffic Safety Board: Linda Swartz, no report, no meeting. 
Environmental Management Council: Anna Kadish, no report submitted.   
Zoning Commission: Joyce Thompson, report submitted. 
Office for the Aging: Joyce Thompson, report submitted.  
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Clerk/Collector: Cheryl Rogers, reports were submitted to the Board 
Supervisor: Ryan Skoda, report submitted and the written report was available on 
the back table for the public.   

Highway: Superintendent George Hotaling report submitted.  
Related Correspondence  

 
 Good afternoon, 
 
These are the results I received from 811 after calling them last month. 
Verizon has come and clearly marked the bottom portion of road where there 
cables are which should not affect applying correct drainage ditches-culverts 
instead of 3 ft ditches. Anyhow what we are looking to be widened is above 
that toward the crest of the hill and beyond. I have a vm into George with 
same information as of yesterday May 4th.  
 
I am also asking for this information to be put into May's board meeting 
agenda (woodland road) and am asking for the board to reach out to Taconic 
hills transportation dept and fire dept as I have had to and bring up their 
requests in this board meeting. They have both advised me they recommend 
dot standard widths. As I was advised prep work should start soon with 
paving happening in June it seems we cannot wait for June's board meeting 
to get this info. 
 
I am also asking about the progress on finding if this is an access road and if 
anyone has been reached out to the landowners regarding widening the road 
at certain spots from the last two board meetings. 
 
Thank you 
Michael and Jennifer Simmons 

     
 Superintendent George Hotaling: we will be paving in June weather 

permitting. We will widen at least to 18 feet and wider where possible. 
 Superintendent George Hotaling thanked Sam Pratt for letting him know about 

the tree down on Hoyle Road. 
 Alice Platt: thanked George for taking care of the tree down on her road. 
 Larry Kadish: thanked George for taking care of the tree down on Snydertown 

Road. 
 

Board reports were accepted as submitted and read on a motion by Board Member 
Richard Skoda seconded by Board Member Joyce Thompson.  
Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
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  Financial: Joyce Thompson submitted the following: 

The Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) is scheduled to meet on Thursday, 11 May. 
The April financials will be audited at that time and submitted for the June Town Board 
meeting. Because FAC meetings fall after the Town Board meetings in April and May, 
financial audits for both March and April will be reported two months later. 
 
The FAC Audit of March financials found no errors. Two deposits did not make the bank 
statement but are included in the April Money Market bank account statement. 
 
Highlights of the April 2017 Supervisor’s Report are as follows: 
 
Fund Balance as of April 2017  
The numbers below represent the amount of money estimated to be in the bank at the end 
of 2017 if no unbudgeted purchases were made. It sets aside a base of operating expenses 
for three months and identifies the amount that can be considered for investment in 
infrastructure or unexpected costs. This information is a decision-making tool for 
unbudgeted expenses and budget planning.  
 
General Fund $120,000 Base $205,478 Unappropriated funds 
 
Highway Fund $185,000 Base $555,642 Unappropriated funds without CHIPS 
    $725,660 Unappropriated funds without CHIPS 
 
FEMA compensation for the severe March snowstorm: the Town has submitted all the 
required paperwork and backup information to the County and the County to the State. 
The possible Town reimbursement is approximately $20,000. FEMA covers materials, 
labor and equipment usage.   This money would only become available when the County 
and State meet the required minimum. To date the County has met its minimum but the 
State has not.   
 
Revenues: 
✦ The first Sales Tax installment was received. It is 2% or $3,620 above 
the budgeted number. 
✦ Interest income is already 22% above the budgeted number. 
 
General Expenditures: 
✦ The Garage Contractual line is at 51.3% of budget already. 
Investigation is underway to determine whether some project-base bills 
were processed in the operating budget in error. If so, that will be 
corrected. If not, we will look into ways to assure this line does not 
exceed the budgeted number unnecessarily. In this phase of the building 
project there may be unexpected operating expenses.  
 
Highway Expenditures 
✦ A new or used tractor is part of the planned purchases for 2017. 
✦ The Highway Superintendent is considering replacement of the 
deteriorated dump body on one of the older trucks that otherwise is in 
good operating condition. A new dump body with a side dump function 
would eliminate the unwieldy and inefficient rear-dump salt inserts 
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currently in use. These two salting inserts would be sold or scrapped, 
thus eliminating two large storage items. Quote requests are in progress. 

Financial Advisory Committee report was accepted as submitted and read on a motion by 
Board Member Richard Skoda seconded by Supervisor Ryan Skoda.  
Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 
Advisory Board Reports: 

Conservation Advisory Committee: Anna Kadish: report submitted.   
Anna and I represented the Taghkanic CAC at the May 1 meeting at Ancram Town Hall. 
The DEC presented info on the Doodletown WMA (Wildlife Management Area). 
 
The State purchased the approximately 700 acres with Federal money accumulated from 
hunting, fishing and trapping licenses.  Ancram and Taghkanic each have about half the 
acreage with a sliver in Gallatin.  Hiking, fishing trapping and hunting are permitted. 
 
Under the DEC Young Forest Initiative (YFI), about 10% on the land will be clearcut 
fully or partially.  Invasive species of plants will be cut and stalks treated with Roundup. 
 For that part of the land where the watershed is the Taghkanic Creek, there is a potential 
for Roundup to go into the Creek and subsequently the Churchtown Reservoir which is 
the water supply to the City of Hudson.  This is potentially problematic since Roundup is 
considered a carcinogen based on a U.N. WHO research project. 
 
Joint meetings with the CAC`s of Ancram and Taghkanic are planned as well as follow up 
with the DEC.. 
 
Larry Kadish 

Broadband Advisory Committee: Arthur McGuire no report submitted.  
Advisory Board reports were accepted as submitted and read on a motion by Board 
Member Joyce Thompson seconded by Board Member Richard Skoda.  
Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Local Law 1-2017 Drive Through Establishment Authority:    

 SEQRA: Supervisor Ryan Skoda read through SEQRA short form and 
asked for a motion for a negative declaration of SEQRA, motion made by 
Board Member Richard Skoda, seconded by Board Member Joyce 
Thompson. 

 Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
  0  Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 Enactment: Board Member Richard Skoda motioned to enact LL 1-2017 

Drive-Through Establishment Authority, seconded by Board Member 
Joyce Thompson.   

Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       



                                                        
 

 

 
7 

  0  Nays  
1 Absent   (Arthur) 

B. Surplus Equipment: I have a copy of one of the County Resolutions but 
there is one more that they have not done yet.  We can have Attorney Decaire 
draft one or wait till next month to see what the county does.  Board Member 
Joyce Thompson, if the County hasn’t done something by August, then we 
move ahead.  All agreed. 

C. Escrow Law update: Supervisor Ryan Skoda, we have had the draft from 
Attorney Decaire since April to review, if there are no suggested changes we 
need to set a date and time for a Public Hearing.   Board Member Joyce 
Thompson motioned June 12 at 7 pm, seconded by Board Member Richard 
Skoda. 

Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)   
  0    Nays  

1 Absent   (Arthur)   
D. County Route 15 Complaint:  

     
Supervisor Ryan Skoda I have talked to Judy and John Thompson letting 
them know Dennis is gathering everything he has that he has done to date to 
try to get this rectified. Then we will present this information to the County 
Attorney to proceed further.  Dennis has no authority to make the property 
owner remove anything. He can send violations, take them to court and fines 
can be enforced, but that is it. We are doing a DMV check on all vehicles to 
see which ones are registered. 

 Judy Thompson: what about the little creek behind him can ENCON do 
anything? 

 Linda Swartz: probably a fine. 
 Sam Pratt: does he have permits to make fuel? 
 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: I am contacting the Department of Health and I 

will contact ENCON.   
E. Solar Training: Board Member Joyce Thompson I have been researching a 

training session appropriate for all boards to participate in. I have found a 
solar power information/training which would be free if we open it to other 
towns to attend.  All agreed it would be a great idea and try to set a date in 
June.     

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. June 2017 Calendar: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to approve the 
June Calendar as presented, seconded by Board Member Richard Skoda. 

Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
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 0  Nays  
 1 Absent   (Arthur) 

2. New Proposal for the Website: Board Member Joyce Thompson introduced the 
following proposal for the board to review and discuss next month. 

 
 

 
 
AUDIT OF MONTH’S BILLS:  
 April 25, 2017: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned that the April 25, 2017 

abstract has been audited and approved for payment seconded by Board Member 
Richard Skoda    

 2017 General Fund Vouchers  # 139   -         156  $  14,350.77 
 2017 Highway Fund Vouchers  #  81 - 82 $    5,583.39 
 2017 Highway Project Vouchers  #     -   $   

Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
 0  Nays  
 1 Absent   (Arthur) 

May 8, 2017: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned that the May 8, 2017 
abstract has been audited and approved for payment seconded by Board Member 
Richard Skoda.  

 2017 General Fund Vouchers  #157 -         175  $  11,968.30 
 2017 Highway Fund Vouchers  #  83 - 90 $    2,439.12 
 2017 Highway Project Vouchers  #  11 - 16 $  19,128.16 

Approved:     3  Ayes   (Ryan, Joyce, Richard)       
 0  Nays  
 1 Absent   (Arthur) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – FIFTEEN MINUTES:  

 Sam Pratt: very troubled about how the resolution concerning Medicaid at the 
County level was handled; I was hoping there would be a representative from 
town that would keep an eye on what is happening and push back.  

 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: I am very upset with the way it was handled. I would 
have liked to see a long term budget plan before it was said and done.  Two days 
before the meeting I asked what was on the agenda and was told nothing out of the 
ordinary. Based on that information I went forward with a previous travel plan.  

 Arthur Griffith: Hudson Fire Inspection is being held on May 19. There will be 
150 fire departments participating. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 
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With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Joyce Thompson, seconded by 
Board Member Richard Skoda, the meeting was adjourned at 9 pm. carried unanimously 
by all members present.  The next Regular meeting will be Monday June 12, 2017 at the 
Taghkanic Town Hall.   
 
Audience: Linda Swartz  Arthur Griffith  Stanley Scott   
 John Thompson  Judy Thompson  JoAnne Hayes  
 Alice Platt  Rudy Hayes  Larry Kadish 
 Anna Kadish  Sam Pratt  Walter Thompson 
 Arthur Baker 
  


